From the

Oldham-Ramona School District 39-5

Michael Fischer

Where has the time gone? It is hard to believe but the first semester of the 2017-2018 school year is wrapping up. It
seems like just yesterday that we had open house and the first day of school. It is an exciting time for everyone at school,
especially the seniors as they will start their final semester of high school here at Oldham-Ramona. Here are a couple reminders as we head towards the winter season.
HOLIDAY BREAKS:
Our Winter Break will be from December 22nd through January 1st. Students will be dismissed on Thursday, December
21st, at 1:30 PM and busses will run at this time as well.
WEATHER DELAYS AND CANCELLATIONS:
The winter season is upon us and Oldham-Ramona understands that our decision to open or close school in bad weather
has a big effect on our families. I realize that sometimes my decision may not fit with your individual circumstances, but
our top priority is the safety of our students and employees. We must give careful consideration to the most dangerous
bus routes in the district. Even if it looks clear on your road, dangerous conditions may exist in other parts of our district.
The following information may be helpful.
The goal is to have a decision made at the earliest possible time to allow parents enough time to arrange for alternate supervision of their children. In the event that a cancellation takes place during school hours, we will always try to give a one
-hour notice to parents before excusing students.
If school is to be delayed or cancelled by winter weather, all registered families will be called by our SchoolMessenger system. Announcements will also be made over many local radio and television stations. If you need to update your contact
information for the SchoolMessenger system, please contact Kim at the school’s office.
If school begins late, the Oldham-Ramona Schools will utilize a 2-hour late start for the following reasons:
Allowing time for roads, parking lots, and sidewalks to be cleared;
Provide time to observe changing weather conditions.
Also, if school lets out early or is cancelled altogether, no after school practices or evening events will be held.
LUNCH PROGRAM AND ONLINE PAYMENTS:
Beginning in January the school will be implementing a new lunch/breakfast program that will be a part of Infinite Campus.
This will allow parents to track food purchases and manage payments right within the parent portal. This program will provide immediate, secure access to the food service information that parents need.
The school will also be starting to accept online payments in January. The Campus Online Payments will allow parents to
make reliable and secure online payments using credit cards, debit cards, and automatic transfers from savings & checking accounts.
Additional information will be sent out during the month of December and in the January newsletter to help with the transition to this program.
BUS DRIVERS NEEDED:
The Oldham-Ramona School District is looking for a bus driver for the morning and afternoon routes, as well as activity
and substitute drivers. Applicants must possess a commercial driver's license (CDL) with a passenger school bus endorsement (training and testing expenses will be reimbursed). Please contact the school at 482-8244 if interested.
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns dealing with the school. You can call the
school at (605) 482-8244 or through email at mike.fischer@k12.sd.us.

Every Kid, Every Day
Michael Fischer, Superintendent
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Email Mr. Johnson at:
Andrew.R.Johnson@k12.sd.us
There are many things to be thankful for this holiday season. I would like to share a few of the things I am thankful for. The first thing I am thankful for is the amount of involvement and interest that my parents took raising my brother
and I. The second thing I am thankful for is area principal’s that write great and thought provoking articles that I can borrow ideas from. With that being said, I want to give credit to Jim Aisenbrey from Baltic. If I would have failed to cite my
source, the voices of past history professors surely would have overtaken me. According to Mr. Aisenbrey, successful
school preparation begins with parents reading bedtime stories to their children and continues through college. There is
a direct link between parental involvement/interest and a student’s successful educational and social development.
Some students might consider this heightened level of parental involvement as smothering, bothersome, and embarrassing. My parents, like many parents, considered this love. Our teachers at Oldham-Ramona School afford every student the opportunity to grow and become contributing members of society. As the old saying goes, “You can lead a
horse to water, but you can’t make him drink.” It is up to the parents and students to take advantage of the opportunities
that the school provides. It is our continual goal to provide the best opportunities for students and to keep them and their
parents informed. Below are a few research based facts that Mr. Aisenbrey used to support his article.


The more extensive the parent involvement, the higher the student level of achievement.



When parents are involved, students achieve more, regardless of socioeconomic status, ethnic/racial background, or the parents' education level.



When parents are involved in their students' education, those students have higher grades and test scores, better attendance, and complete homework more consistently.



When parents are involved, students exhibit more positive attitudes and behavior.



Student behaviors, such as alcohol use, violence, and anti-social behavior decrease as parent involvement increases.



Middle school and high school students whose parents remain involved, make better transitions, maintain the
quality of their work, and develop realistic plans for their future. Students whose parents are not involved are
more likely to drop out of school.



The most accurate predictor of a student's achievement in school is not income or social status, but the extent to
which that student's family is able to (1) create a home environment that encourages learning;
(2) communicate high, yet reasonable, expectations for their children's achievement and future careers; and
(3) become involved in their children's education at school and in the community.
The third thing I am thankful for is all of the fun and educational activities that took place in November and will take
place in December. Our Oral Interp completed at Regions on November 13 in Arlington. They did an excellent job and
we are very proud of them, but they were unable to come away with any state qualifiers. On November 16, the Zoomobile stopped in for the PK-6 grade students in town and at Spring Lake Colony. The students had a fun time learning
about the different animals that were brought. Because there was word of a certain type of legless reptile, I did not make
it down to the Zoomobile. On the same day of the Zoomobile, Mr. Fischer and I were invited down to the kindergarten
and first grade rooms to sample the turkey fixings put on by Mrs. Hanson and Ms. Ver Burg. Mr. Ihler and Mr. Fischer
took students bowling on November 21 for their gym and recreational education classes. Apparently, they did not need
anybody to show students what not to do while bowling. Basketball practice started on November 27. If you are a basketball parent, please watch for picture notifications in early December from the coaches. Lastly, semester tests this year
will be two days. Semester tests will begin on Wednesday, December 20, and end at 1:30 on Thursday, December 21,
unless your student needs to make up a test.
An active and supportive community around the school is yet another thing to be thankful for. My wife and I were
very appreciative of the fact that we were welcomed into the community with open arms. We continue to be blown away
by the attendance at many of these superior events like the Veterans Day Program, Rib Fest, Craft Fair, Bingo, and
many others.
It is impossible to list all of the things to be thankful for in this newsletter. Although at this point, I am guessing most
people are thankful that Kim did not allow me to write a longer newsletter. Hopefully, everyone takes time this holiday
season to think about all the things they are thankful for and embarrass their children (and vice versa).
GO RAIDERS!
Mr. Andrew Johnson

Raider News

Page 2

December 2017
Raider Activities Calendar
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2ND
GRADERS!
Second graders
are very thankful
for our freedoms.
We have written
Christmas messages for our
soldiers that are
in hospitals for
the holidays.
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*The Preschool-12th Grade Christmas Concert will be
Thursday, December 7th, at 6:30 pm.
*The Junior High and High School will have Semester Tests on
Wednesday, December 20, and Thursday, December 21. Thursday, December 21, is the end of t
he 2nd Quarter and 1st Semester.

*School dismisses at 1:30 pm on Thursday, December 21. Busses will run at this time.
*School will resume on Tuesday, January 2. There will be school on Friday, January 5.
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Second graders read the story Pearl and
Wagner Two Good Friends by Kate
McMullan. The story is about two friends
who help each other to build a trasheating robot. Here is a picture of our
trash-eating robot along with a couple
robots made at home.
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OLDHAM-RAMONA JH/HS
FALL 2017 SEMESTER TEST SCHEDULE
*Every student must attend first period.*
**If a student is in the building and does not have a test, they need to be in a study hall.**

8:30-10:00
7th Grammar (DeRungs)
8th Shop (T. Fischer)
Algebra I (Vander Wal)
English II (M. Fischer)
Chemistry (Koster)
Government (Ihler)
Study Hall (Hildebrandt)

8:30-10:00
7th Geography (DeRungs)
8th Math (Vander Wal)
World Geography (Ihler)
Biology (Koster)
English III (M. Fischer)
Personal Finance (Bergstrom)
Study Hall (Hildebrandt)

10:15-11:45
7th Computers (Bergstrom)
Study Hall (Misar)

10:15-11:45
7th Reading (M. Fischer)
8th Social Studies (Ihler)
Foundations of Tech
(Bergstrom)
Anatomy (Koster)
Study Hall (Misar)

Health (T. Fischer)
Consumer Math (Vander Wal)
Physical Science (Koster)
12:15-1:45
7th Math (VanderWal)
8th Science (Koster)
English IV (M. Fischer)
US History (Ihler)
Study Hall (Bergstrom)

2:00-3:21
Study Hall (DeRungs)
Geometry (Vander Wal)

12:15-1:30
7th Science (Koster)
8th English (DeRungs)
English I (M. Fischer)
Algebra II (Vander Wal)
Intro to Business
(Bergstrom)
Study Hall (T. Fischer)

1:30 -3:21
Teacher Prep Time/
Student Test Makeup

Teacher Prep Time/
Student Test Makeup
**The following tests will not have a designated time for semester tests: Current Events,
JH PE, Rec. Ed., Band, and Chorus.
**Students taking an Oddysseyware class will need to work with Mrs. Hildebrandt to
select an open testing period to take their semester test in her room.
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Oldham-Ramona School District
220 W. 2nd St.
Ramona, SD 57054

